Changing perspectives in diabetic foot ulcer management.
Diabetic foot ulceration is a serious complication of diabetes mellitus; it is the cause of more than half of nontraumatic lower limb amputations. Diabetic foot ulcers are the major cause of hospital admission for diabetic patients. Treatment costs are high. There have been advances in managing diabetic foot ulceration with the development of new dressings, growth factors, skin substitutes, and other novel approaches to stimulating wound healing. The management of vascular disease in the patient with diabetes mellitus is an essential and important consideration. However, the need for a multidisciplinary team to provide good foot care to diabetic patients is still vital for the prevention and treatment of diabetic foot ulceration.